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CLINICS. 
CLINICAL. LECTURE. 


Clinical Lecture on Refracture of Bones. 
By Freveric C. Sey, F.R.S., Consult- 
ing Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 

I know of few better examples of sound 
effective surgery than results from the suc- 
cessful treatment of a case of a distorted 
and contracted limb, by reason of the mal- 
union of a broken bone by its refracture. 
In the case of a broken femur, for example, 
it not unfrequently occurs that, whether 
owing to imperfect extension, to a restless 
disposition on the part of the patient, or a 
discontented character of mind, which im- 
pels him to regulate the pressure of the 
eplints in accordance with his own sensa- 
tions, and especially in cases of a very 
oblique fracture, the bones may perma- 
nently overlap, and an angle is frequently 
formed at the point of union. In proportion 
to the shortening of the limb is the gait 
impaired, and the muscles are reduced in 
contractile power. In such cases the bone 
may be refractured with perfect safety. Do 
not suppose that the capability to employ 





the limb in walking is any evidence of your 


inability to break it. In a case of simple 
oblique fracture of the femur, or of the bones 
‘of the leg, the patient may be capable of 
walking—that is, of throwing the entire 
weight of his body on the affected limb in 
the course of seven or eight weeks; but 
the weight being vertical, the uniting tis- 
sues are firm enough to sustain the superin- 
cumbent weight; but if force be applied in 
a lateral direction, the union will readily 
separate for many weeks afterwards. I have 
broken the femur at the expiration of eleven 
weeks, and the bones of the forearm at that 
of seventeen. 

Two important questions arise in connec- 
tion with this subject :— 

1. Will the bone thus broken again re- 
unite? Why should it not? If Nature 
has firmly united the broken bone in the 
first instance, why should she not in the 
second? The power of uniting a broken 
bone is inherent in every sound constitution. 
The very fact of primary union infers the 
presence of ossific power. 

The second objection which has been 
raised is the uncertainty of separating the 
bones at the point of fracture. This is a 
frivolous objection. If a man of good mus- 
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cular pawer fails with his greatest effort to} woman who had undergone amputation of 
break even a radius in the dried state, how; a carcinomatous breast, involving consider- 
can the shaft of the femur be broken by the} able loss of skin; the other a man souffer- 
muscular power of the human arm ? ing from severe eczema of the leg, which 
Granted (1) the impracticability of frac- about the middle third had resulted in a 
- turing a living bone of the smallest calibre; large and obstinate ulcer. In both in- 
for which the operation of refracture can be stances the result was very satisfactory, 
required; (2) the all but certainty of re-}but especially in the latter, where the 
union ; (3) the simple and innocuous nature } transplanted centres had been placed in a 
of the operation as regards the soft struc-{ rather unpromising soil, and had expanded 
tures; and (4), the perfect safety of the} into circles of about the size of a sixpenny 
shaft of the bone. What objection can be‘ piece. 
urged against an operation which con-} A case of extensive ulceration of the 
templates removal of a serious evil to the; integuments of the leg in achild. The ul- 
frame without suffering or inconvenience ? ; ceration had the appearance and character 
The only limit to time is the power to break.‘ of a tertiary affection, and Mr. Heath be- 
I made a vigorous attempt to break the fe- {lieved it to be the result of a hereditary 
mur at ten months. In this I failed, but ; taint. He put the patient under iodide of 
the man walked back to his ward without ; ines with local mercurial treatment, and 
pain or difficulty. Chloroform having been } held out great hopes of a favourable result. 
administered, the limb is brought to the } An obstinate case of urethral stricture, 
edge of the table, which is covered with; which had been for a considerable time un- 
halfa dozen folds of ablanket. The weight} der treatment in one of the West India 
of the body of the operator is brought slowly } ielands, and wasat last sent to England tobe 
and gradually to bear on the point of frac-} placed under Mr. Heath’s care. A No.3 ca- 
ture; and any additional force in modera- § theter had been introduced under chloroform 
tion may be resorted to. The separation ‘ at a previous visit, and now Mr. Heath in- 
will be audible to bystanders, and when ‘troduced a Holt’s dilator, and subsequently 
the rotation of the lower fragment proves‘ ‘ drew off the water with a No. 10 catheter, 
the entire separation of the fractured ends, ; which was introduced without much diffi- 
the movements should be freely made with ‘culty. The patient was ordered to be kept 
a view to detach all the fibrous adhesions‘ warm, and to take an immediate dose of 
yet connecting them. The sensation to‘twenty drops of laudanum. 
the surgeon manipulating is not that allied In the same ward Mr. Heath pointed out 
to crepitus. The impression conveyed to; j neplint, recently introduced from Germany. 
the hand has nothing of the crispness‘It is easily made, and forms an efficient 
caused by a recent fracture, but rather like; substitute for the expensive and troublesome 
the laceration of soft or enneniiuaiiien tenes splint. It is made as follows: a 
substance yielding under continuous press piece of flannel folded into a double layer 
sure. Pulleys very deliberately applied are } is laid underneath the leg; by gathering it 
requisite to overcome the long-continued | up on either side, so as to make its edges 
contraction of the muscles. The artery} meet over the crest of the tibia, and the 
has been abnormally shortened, and will} dorsum of the foot, and cutting off what is 
rejoice in its restoration.—Lancet, Sept.! superfluous, it is adapted to the shape of 
17th, 1870. the parts. The same is accomplished for 
— the foot-piece by cutting out the fold which 
results from bringing together over the mid- 
RO SP ae eee dle line’ of the sole the opposite sides of 
University College Hospital.—On the} the end of the flannel. Then, asa guide to 
23d September we visited this hospital with } the next step, a line is drawn in continuation 
Mr. Christopher Heath, who, during the} of the middle line of the sole, along the 
absence of Mr. Erichsen and Sir Henry ; under surface of the leg, and through the 
Thompson, has the charge of their wards, ; part corresponding to the centre of the pop- 
and saw, among others, the following inte- } liteal space. Next, the flannel being re- 
resting cases :— moved, the two layers are united by two 
Two cases of skin transplantation of a! lines of stitching, about aquarter of an inch 
fortnight’s standing. One was that of a \ apart, and one on either side of the guiding 
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line. The flannel is then accurately re- 
placed, and the layer adjacent to the skin 
pinned in position, while the outer one is 
allowed to drop and hang from the double 
row of stitches on the under surface. The 
outer surface of the inner layer having been 
spread with plaster of Paris to a depth of 
about two lines, the other layer is brought 
up on either side of the leg and foot, and 
accurately adjusted to the first, to which it 
soon becomes adherent, while the entire 
structure sets into a firm and solid splint. 
It admits of no eversion at the edges, and 
the coherence conferred by the texture of 
the flannel counteracts the brittleness and 
the tendency to crack spontaneously, which 
are liable to give trouble with plaster of 
Paris as usually applied. The splint can 
be maintained in position by bandages and 
strapping. The thin line of flannel, which 
has been kept free from plaster by the 
double row of stitches, and preserves its 
pliancy, forms a hinge, which enables the 


splint to be removed and adjusted as often: 


as occasion may require. 

In another ward Mr. Heath passed the 
lithotrite twice into the bladder of an old 
man—a patient of Sir Henry Thompson— 
eacli time crushing several fragments, and 
bringing away between the blades of the 
instrument a quantity of finely-crushed 
stone. He also drew special attention to a 
man who was the subject of an enormous 
malignant growth, involving the neck, 
cheek, and lower jaw on the right side, and 
presenting a considerable ulcerating sur- 
face. A few minutes later a flow of blood 
came from the patient’s mouth, which was 
traced to a fungoid projection from the 
right tonsil, apparently due to the invasion 
of part of the malignant growth. The he- 
morrhage was ultimately arrested by swab- 
bing the part with perchloride of iron, by 
means of a sponge fastened to a small stick 
for a handle, but not until more than a pint 
of blood had been lost. Mr. Heath ex- 
plained that the disease had reached a stage 
at which surgical interference of any kind, 
including ligature of the carotid artery, 
would be quite unavailing to stay its pro- 
gress or alleviate the patient’s sufferings. 

The last case we notice was one of great 
interest. The patient, a youth of about 
twenty years of age, had been admitted a 
few days previously complaining of pain 
and tenderness in the right hypogastrium 
and diarrhoea. He was said to be suffering 
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from perityphlitis. We found him pale 
and somewhat wasted; the abdomen was 
rather tense, though not notably distended, 
and at about a third of the distance from the 
anterior superior spine of the ilium to the 
linea alba presented a red, fluctuating, and 
slightly prominent “ point,’? which unmis- 
takably indicated the presence of subjacent 
pus, for the discharge of which Mr. Heath 
decided on making a small incision. As 
the patient exhibited considerable nervous 
apprehension, nitrous oxide gas was pre- 
viously administered. The instant the in- 
cision was made, a forcible stream of offen- 
sive pus spurted out. When about a pint 
had been discharged, the opening became 
plugged by what, on drawing it out, proved 
to be a slough, apparently of cellular tissue, 
about five inches in length; but no sooner 
was this withdrawn than there followed a 
copious stream of venous blood. Digital 
pressure was immediately applied to the 
tissues adjacent to the incision, with the 
result of arresting the flow; and the patient 
was placed under chloroform. Mr. Heath, 
failing to discover the source of the hemor- 
rhage in the lips of the wound or any other 
attainable part, enlarged the incision, and, 
having rapidly withdrawn several large 
handfuls of clot from between the abdomi- 
nal wall and the parietal peritoneum, ap- 
plied sponges, with the only result that the 
blood welled up from some undiscoverable 
spot and rapidly refilled the cavity. At 
last, every attempt to discover the seat of 
the hemorrhage having failed, and as the 
patient was beginning to show signs of ex- 
haustion, a large quantity of broad shreds 
of lint, soaked in solution of perchloride of 
iron, was stowed into the cavity; this im- 
mediately arrested the flow of blood. Mr. 
Heath said that probably the withdrawal of 
the support afforded by the large accumula- 
tion of pus had determined the giving way 
of a vein whose coats had been disorganized 
by the adjoining suppurative process. Three 
days later the patient was still alive, and 
had passed some feces through the wound. 
We shall have occasion to refer again to 
this case. 

Ulcers of the Legs.—Mr. Mavnover, at 
his clinic (London Hospital), in some re- 
marks upon ulcers of the legs, drew atten- 
tion to the frequent occurrence of tertiary 
syphilitic sores about one or both knees, 
and stated that— one or more sores situated 
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above the middle of the leg, and arising 
without any apparent cause, was almost cer- 
tainly syphilitic, and would be rapidly cured 
by iodide of potassium—while, although 
this variety of sore is found on any part of 
the extremity, varicose and chronic uleers 
are always found below the middle of the 
leg. Even the statement that a sore fol- 
lowed a blow must not lead one to believe 
that the case is unconnected with syphilis; 
as one of the patients then shown was the 
subject of two sores on the knee, one occu- 
pying the site of a wound, and the other of 
spontaneous origin. He also called to mind 
instances of a lacerated wound of the cheek 
taking on tertiary ulceration, and of a lace- 
rated wound of the thigh having a similar 
aspect. All three were healed quickly un- 
der the influence of iodide of potassium. 
He then illustrated by two cases that a blow 
short of wounding will lead to cellular nodes 
and tertiary ulceration sometimes. 

Sometimes there is no history of syphilis 
to confirm the diagnosis, or it is inexpe- 
dient to inquire too closely; and then the 
position of the sore; its indolent aspect— 
pefhaps having a slough in the centre, 
either devoid of granulations, or these lat- 
ter large and flabby ; the edges of the wound 
irregular, undermined, and boggy;. with a 
dull red-bluish areola; the statement that 
there was a swelling in the part for weeks 
or months before it broke; all these condi- 
tions conjoined at once put aside the ques- 
tion of chronic ulcer, boil, or carbuncle. 
The treatment consists in due attention to 
the general health of the patient, and espe- 
cially in the administration of five grains of 
iodide of potassium, increased gradually, 
sometimes, i- ~ty grains thrice daily. 
The drug oft: ‘ke a charm, and the 
character of the ins at once to alter 
for the better.—Mx “. Times and Gaz., Oct. 
22, 1870. 


Skin Grafting.—T his operation, it would 
appear from our recent journals, has been 
pretty frequently resorted to, of late, in the 
London hospitals. 

Mr. Mason has performed it at the 
Westminster Hospital in nine instances, it 
is stated in the ‘* Lancet,’’ (Oct. 22, 1870). 

The first was that of a girl with a cica. 
trix. of a burn in the neck, of -which a 
separate and detailed account will be given 
on another occasion. 
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for three years had had an ulcer on the leg, 
measuring about four inches by three. 
Three pieces of skin, of the size of a ca- 
nary seed, were snipped from the front of 
the upper arm, and simply placed on the 
ulcer, and retained in position by means of 
a strip of transparent plaster, made by 
Ewen of Jermyn Street, and over this 





At the end of a month the ulcer had nearly 
healed, each of these’ pieces having in a 
fortnight attained the size of a fourpenny- 
piece. 

The third case was that of a man with a 
flabby-looking ulcer, as large as the hand, 
situated in the groin. Four small pieces 
from the front of the upper arm were 
grafted. Three failed to grow, and the 
fourth, afier one month, was only of the 
size of a pea. 

The fourth subject was a woman with an 
unhealthy ulcer of the leg, extending 
nearly all round the limb. Four pieces 
were grafted, and they all failed to grow. 

The fifth, a woman, with an ulcer of the 
leg, of four years’ standing, and two by 
three inches in size. Two pieces of skin 
were grafted, and in three weeks measured 
each a quarter of an inch in diameter. * 

The'‘sixth, a man of middle age, with an 
ulcer, of the leg, four by three inches in 
size, of nearly four years’ standing, which 
was sloughing at the time of admission. 
Charcoal and linseed poultices were first 
applied, and the wound soon showed fairly 
healthy granulations, on which four pieces 
were grafted; and on the strips being re- 
moved four days later, they were all found: 
to have adhered. When seen eleven days 
after the operation, they were spreading 
rapidly. 

The seventh, a girl, aged twenty, with 
a flabby ulcer on the thigh, of eight months’ 
standing. Two pieces were grafted with 
good result. 

Tn the eighth and ninth cases there were. 
smaller ulcers, in which one piece only was 
grafied. They rapidly recovered. 

Mr. Mason, without committing himself 
to a decided opinion on this interesting 
operation, believes that its success depends 
on the ulcer being, if not in a healing con- 
dition, at least of a healthy character. He 
had understood from Mr. Pollock, who first 
showed him the operation, that the grafted 
portions often disappeared for a time, and 





The second was that of a woman who 





were, as it were, reproduced in the course 


water-dressing and a bandage were applied. - 
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of a few days Mr. Mason has never 
noticed this phenomenon. In his succeas- 
ful cases the grafted pieces have, on the 
contrary, never faded away or diminished. 
but remained centres of centrifugally spread- 
ing growth. They have in some instances 
assumed, in the course of a few days,a 
cupped or depressed appearance, as if a 
kind of very superficial ulceration were 
proceeding ; but they have ultimately filled 
up again, and the process of healing has 
proceeded. The pieces of skin have only 
disappeared in cases where they have per- 
ished. The situations most favourable for 
this procedure are, Mr. Mason thinks, 
those where—as in the case of ulcers of 
the leg—pressure can be readily applied, 
so as to keep the grafted skin permanently 
fixed for three or four days. 

Perhaps the difference between the re- 
sults of Mr. Mason’s experiments and 
those of other operators, as to the disap- 
pearance of the transplanted skin, may be 
accounted for by the rather larger size of 
the portions (picked up in an ordinary 
dressing forceps) which he cuts off. 
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Treatment of Cancrum Oris.—Dr. W.S8. 
Enear, of St. Louis, ‘Mo., invites attention 
(St. Louis Med. and Surg. Journal, Sept. 
1870) to the prophylactic treatment as all 
important in this disease. When small 
points of ulceration are discovered on the 
gums and inner surface of the lips and 
cheeks, and the face or gums begin to 
swell, and the mucous membrane becomes 
puffy and shining around the ulcers, the 
danger is imminent, and the patient should 
at once be put on nutritious diet, tonics, and 
change of air when practicable. Among 
the ferruginous preparations the liquor ferri 
iodidi is preferred in these cases, and it 
should be given, particularly in malarial 
regions, alternately with the citrate of iron 
and quinia. The local treatment is no less 
important. Thorough cleansing of the 
ulcers and mouth twice a day with the ne- 
bulizer, using a weak solution of the chlo- 
ride of sodium or chlorate of potassa; also 
the permanganate of potassa to correct the 
offensive odour of the mouth and stimulate 
healthy granulation, If any escharotic is 
indicated, a strong solution of sulphate of 











copper, xxx grs. to the ounce of water, or 
paste of permanganate of potassa is prelerred 
to the mineral acids aa less painful and less 
likely to extend beyond the point desired. 


Rapid Dilatation of the Female Urethra 
in Cases of Stone—Dr. Atan P. Smitu 
records in the Baltimore Medical Journal 
(July, 1870) three cases in which he was 
successful in removing calculi by rapid 
dilatation of the urethra, which procedure, 
he claims, is a safe and easy method for 
accomplishing the object. The operation 
is performed as follows: A pair of dressing 
forceps, with narrow round blades, are in- 
serted into the urethra, which is then to be 
gradually dilated by the separation of the 
blades until the orifice of the canal will re- 
ceive the extremity of the index finger. 
Chis is afterwards to be used as the dilating 
power. In his first case, a girl wt. seven 
years, the finger passed freely into the 
bladder in lees than five minutes. When 
the stone is too large to be passed entire, 
it should be broken and the fragments ex- 
tracted, as was done in this case, and in 
six weeks the patient had entirely recov- 
ered. In his second case, xt. 23, and third 
case, wt. 22, the patients recovered in 
two months and four days respectively. 
In all of these cases the hemorrhage was 
slight. 

Death from Chloroform: — A woman, 
while undergoing an amputation of the 
foot, by Dr. Dawson, at the Cincinnati 
Hospital, within a few days, suddenly died 
from the effects of the chloroform adminis- 
tered. At the coroner’s inquest, Professor 
Taylor, who had made an autopsy, stated 
that there was slight fatty degeneration of 
the heart, but not sufficient to fully account 
for the death. The amount of chloroform 
administered was stated to have been not 
more than two drachms. The verdict of 
the jury exculpated the medical attendants 
of all blame of carelessness or unskilful 
use of the anesthetic.--Cincinnati Med. 
Repertory, Nov. 1870. 


Library of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia. — We are pleased to learn 
that this valuable library continues to ra- 
pidly increase. The number of volumes 
added during the past year was nearly 800 
—making the whole number at present in 
the library 15,000, exclusive of duplicates. 
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Photographic Review of Medicine and 
Surgery.—Vhe first number of this bi- 
monthly journal, under the editorship of 
Drs. F. F. Maury and L. A. Duhring, of 
Philadelphia, has just been issued, and 
contains four beautifully executed photo- 
graphs with ten pages of text. The photo- 
graphs illustrate, respectively, a case of 
Multilocular Tumour contributed by Dr. S. 
D. Gross ; of Meningocele, by Dr. D. Hayes 
Agnew ; of Horny Tumour, by Dr. Wm. H. 
Pancoast, and of Keloid' Tumour, by Dr. F. 
F. Maury. The typography of the ‘‘ Pho- 
tographic Review’’ is all that could be de- 
sired, and we hope that it will meet with 
such encouragement from the profession as 
will insure the permanency of the enter 
prise. 

The Physician’s Visiting List —This 
annual, which has now regularly appeared 
for twenty years, has been issued for the 
year 1871 by its publishers, Messrs. Lind- 
say and Blakiston. Its utility is so gene- 
rally known that it is sufficient to merely 
announce its publication. 
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Death from Chloroform.—Dr. Hucnes 
Bennett stated at the last meeting of the 
British Association that ‘‘he knew of one 
very sad case that had happened in Edin. 
burgh. A young and beautiful lady, 
daughter of a barrister, in perfect health, 
went to a dentist’s house one morning and 
had a tooth extracted. Five minutes after- 
wards she was dead. That was only one 
of many similar cases that had occurred, 
but had never been published.’’—Brit. Med. 
Journ., Oct. 1, 1870, 

Bromide of Ammonium in the treatment 
of Menorrhagia.—Dr.. W. W. Open ex- 
tols (The Dominion Med. Journ., June, 
1870) the value of bromide of ammonium 
in ‘‘ the excessive discharge of blood from 
the uterus at or about the menstrual period 
continuing longer than four or five days.’’ 
His mode of treatment consists in placing 
the patient in an easy recumbent position 
on a hair or straw mattress, with light 
covering. He gives cooling drinks and a 
mild laxative. Afier the bowels are moved, 
he gives the bromide at once in doses of 20, 
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30, or 40 grains, according to the urgency 
of the case, every three hours, until three 
doses have been taken ; then he reduces the 
dose to one-half, to be continued as long as 
required, not neglecting such measures as 
are calculated to remove the cause. 

Importance of Revaccination.—There is a 
case on record of a woman who was vacci- 
nated we believe by Jenner himself, who 
then resisted variolous inoculation, who 
some years after nursed her own children 
through smallpox with impunity, and who 
nevertheless, at a very advanced period of 
life, caught the disease from a grandchild, 
and died.—Lancet, June 25, 1870. 


Treatment of Gonorrhea with Tannin 
and Glycerine.-—Dr. ScuusteEr states that 
tannin with glycerine at first forms a soft 
waxy substance, which soon becomes hard 
and brown, and melts in a moist atmos- 
phere at the temperature of the body. Dr. 
Schuster has formed small pencils of this 
compound, which he inserts into the urethra 
of patients suffering from gonorrhea. He 
has found the treatment by means of caustic 
injections (the abortive method) frequently 
to fail, and that it occasionally produces 
violent pain, inflammation, and hemorrhage. 
On the other hand, the treatment with 
slightly astringent solutions cures the go- 
norrheea within a period varying from four 
to seven weeks, but is often followed by a 
troublesome gleet. The tannin-glycerine 
rods employed by Dr. Schuster are from 
three to four inches in length, well rounded 
at the extremities, and consist of thirty 
grains of tannin, one grain of powdered 
opium, and a sufficient quantity of glycerine 
to form a pastille. These rods are hard in 
winter, and soft in summer. Before their 
introduction, they should be dipped in 
warm water. They are to be left for from 
five to ten minutes in the urethra, and then 
withdrawn. If, however, they be left in for 


‘an hour or for a night, more or less pain is 


caused, and this appears to be due to a 
combination occurring between the tannin: 
and the mucus or pus, which becomes hard, 
and acts like a foreign body. Dr. Schuster 
has had no case of orchitis following the use 
of these pencils, though he has thought it 
advisable to recommend the employment 
of a suspensory bandage, nor has he no- 
ticed any irritation of the bladder or prostate. 
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In cases of gleet a rod may be left in for a 
few minutes, and speedy cure usually re- 
sults.—Lancet, Oct. 8th, 1870. 

Impotence consequent on Onanism cured 
by Electro-Maguetism.—Dr. Finstein, of 
Ulm, reports a case of this in a man aged 
26, who, from the age of 15 to 18, was ad- 
dicted to onanism, which he relinquished 
after the latter period by the advice of a 
companion. At the age of 23 he found 
himself unable to have an erection. Vari- 
ous remedies were tried in vain, and at last 
electro-magnetism with the apparatus of 
-Erdmann was resorted to, and after fifty- 
two applications, made twice daily, con- 
tinued from 10 to 30 minutes, his powers 
were restored.—Révue de Thérapeutique, 
Sept. 1870. 

Pathological Lesions in Acute Dysentery 
which prevails at Sedan.—Dr. Joun Mur- 
RaY presented to the Pathological Society 
of London, Oct. 18th, 1870, a number of 
specimens of intestines affected by acute 
dysentery, which he had brought from one 
of the hospitals near Sedan. The large 
intestines were greatly affected ; the small 
intestines toalimited extent. The mucous 
membrane was swollen, tumid, deeply in- 
jected, and covered with minute aphthous 
patches. In the large intestine—especially 
in the colon and rectum—the mucous mem- 
brane was extensively and irregularly ulce- 
rated, and patches, some not less than the 
area of an adult hand had completely sloughed 
away, leaving the muscular coat of the in- 
testine bare. There was extravasation of 
blood into the submucous tissue. Peyer’s 
patches were in some cases ulcerated, but 
superficially, and without deposit as in 
enteric fever, and the mesenteric glands 
and spleen were in these enlarged. The 
intestines contained blood, mucus, and 
extremely fetid fluid feculent matter and 
débris of the mucous membrane. Ab- 
scesses in the liver were very rare. The 
symptoms during life were those of tropical 
dysentery, but insidious and of a scorbutic 
character.—Dr. Scnutuor asked if ipecacu- 
anha was used in the treatment of these 
cases.— Dr. Murray replied that it had not 
heen employed : there was none to be had. 
The cases had chiefly been treated by tinc- 
ture of the perchloride of iron; given in 
small doses, frequently repeated. Bismuth 
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was also a popular remedy amongst the 
German medical officers; opium was also 
employed.—Mr. Huixe referred to the 
great benefit. which had resulted from the 
use of ipecacuanha in the Crimea.—Dr. 
Witks reminded the Society that two cen- 
turies ago ipecacuanha had been introduced 
into France as a nostrum, under the name 
of the Radix antidysenterica.—Dr. Cavey 
remarked that the specimens shown to the 
Society differed from tropical dysentery in 
so far as the cases presented ulceration of 
the small intestine, looking like enteric 
fever.—Mr. Reeves’ had seen ipecacuanha 
used at Saarbruck and elsewhere, and one 
case of dysentery in which symptoms 
pointing to abscess of the liver were pre- 
sent.—Brit. Med. Journ., Oct. 29, 1871. 

Heifer and Human Vaccination.—The 
Medical Department of the Privy Council 
directed Mr. Seaton to visit the various 
localities on the continent, where expe- 
rience on the subject of animal vaccination 
was the most extensive. The results of 
this inquiry are contained in the last report, 
and it is there stated that the process of 
inoculation direct from the heifer presents 
many drawbacks. These, as recapitulated 
in the Privy Council report, are as fol- 
lows :— 

First, that apparently even able and 
painstaking operators may find it impossible 
to transmit successive vaccination from 
calf to calf without very frequent recurrence 
of failures and interruptions; secondly, 
that the transference of infection from the 
calfto the human subject even underthe most 
favourable circumstances (i.e., by experi- 
enced operators and with lancet direct from 
calf to arm) has in it such risks of failure, 
that, for instance, at Rotterdam, the’ pro- 
portion of unsuccess was nearly twenty 
times as great as in the ordinary arm-to-arm 
vaccinations; and, thirdly, that the calf 
lymph, as compared with ordinary lymph, 
is peculiarly apt to spoil with keeping, and 
in the form of tube-preserved lymph can so 
little be relied on, that the Rotterdam 
establishment in distributing supplies of 
lymph now uses only lymph from the 
human subject. Evidently, then, in the 
present state of knowledge, a system of 
animal vaccination would have in it an 
extreme uncertainty of operation; and this 
$ uncertainty would, for obvious reasons, be 
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so conclusive, against our preferring the 
system on its own merits for purposes of 
public vaccination, that practically we have 
only to consider whether our own system 
has demerits entitling it to any considerable 
mistrust. 

It has never been established that arm-to- 
arm vaccination is objectionable, and the 
alleged tranmission of syphilis and other 
diseases by it is, as yet, quite unproved. 
It is not even shown that the specific virus 
of one contagion is capable of containing the 
spore of another, and until the prelimi- 
nary step of showing that there is really 
some danger to be avoided is achieved, it 
would be ridiculous to incur the certainty 
of unsuccess in many cases in the hope of 
thereby avoiding an imaginary shortcoming 
of the existing system of vaccination.— 
Med. Press and Circular, Nov. 2, 1870. 

Improved Test for Grape Sugar.—Frn- 
Lina’s test fluid, itis well known, is not very 
permanent, spoiling even in diffused day- 
light. Lowe recommends the following 
modification of it, which is equally sensitive, 
and very stable: Sixteen grammes of pure 
sulphate of vitriol are dissolved in 64 
grammes of water. To this solution 80 
cubic centimetres of soda lye, having a spe- 
cific gravity of 1.34, are addéd at a time, 
avoiding any elevation of temperature, until 
112 grammes have been mixed; then from 
6 to 8 grammes of pure offivinal glycerine 
are poured in till the fluid assumes a beautiful 
azure- blue colour.— Lancet, Sept. 24, 1870. 

Chloride of Aluminium.— Mr. Squire 
states (Brit. Med. Journ., Oct. 22, 1870) 
that his experience with this new antisep- 
tic (see p. 156) shows it to be of the highest 
utility. 

‘*1, As a substitute for Burnett’s disin- 
fecting fluid; used somewhat more dilute 
than the form supplied, it was a most con- 
venient means of disinfecting secretions in 
the utensils of the sick-room, and, moreover, 
without the danger and disadvantage of be- 
ing a dangerous poison. 

“2. Used of the full strength to deodo. 
rize water closets and defective drains, no 
great quantity was thus applied, for thie 
use of it was considered wasteful. Not 
only is it better to remedy the cause of 
offence at once, by removing the defect, 
but the value of the solution of aluminium, 
medicinally was found to be very great. 
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“*T have used the chloride of aluminium 
in the proportion of one part to twenty or 
thirty of water, as an astringent lotion ; in 
a still stronger form, as a direct application 
to the throat, in some cases of diphtheria ; 
largely diluted, ten grains to an ounce, as a 
gargle; still more dilute, three to five 
grains to an ounce, as an internal remedy ; 
and, lastly, of the same strength as the 
gargle, in the form of a spray, in the third 
stage of hooping-cough. Details of a case 
in which this was used with remarkable 
benefit are given in a paper of mine read 
at the Obstetrical Society of London in 
May.”’ 

Guarana a Substitute for Tea —A late 
number of the ‘‘ Pharmaceutical Journal’’ 
contains a paper on ‘‘ Guarana,’’ the seeds 
of a sapindaceous tree—the Paullinia sor- 
bilis—which does not appear to have 
hitherto entered into European commerce. 
The guarana-yielding tree is found abun- 
dantly in the Amazonas. The fruit is 
scarcely as large as a walnut, and contains 
five or six seeds, which are roasted, then 
mixed with water, and moulded into a 
cylindrical form, resembling a large sau- 
sage, and finally dried in an oven. Before 
being used it is grated, and then resembles 
cacao. Two spoonfuls of the powder are 
mixed in a tumbler of water, and this 
drink, is regarded as a stimulant and ner- 
vine tonic. Like strong tea or coflee, it is 
said to take away the disposition to sleep. 
The active chemical principle is an alkaloid 
that Dr. Stenhouse has shown to be identi- 
cal with theine. Guarana contains more 
than double as much of this alkaloid as 
good black tea, and five times as much as 
coffee, the proportion being 5.07 per cent. in 
guarana.—Lancet, Oct. 22, 1870. 

Citric Acid in After-Pains.—Dr. J. B. 
CuaGnon recommends (Canada Medical 
Journal, May, 1870) citric acid for after- 
pains following labour, and states it has 
never failed in his hands. He gives five 
grains of the acid in two or three ounces of 
water every five hours. It acts as a ner- 
vine, he says, and as a preventive of inflam- ' 
mation. 

Corns on the Feet.—The following me- 
thod of removing these troublesome growths 
is given in‘*La Santé:’’ Macerate the 
tender leaves of ivy in strong vinegar for 
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eight or ten days, then apply them on the } 


corns. This dressing should be applied 
twice a day, and in a few days the corns 
will be removed. 


Mortality of Foundlings.—Dr. C. R. 
Dryspate states (Brit. Med. Journ., Oct. 
22, 1870): ‘In Paris, in 1865, of 4887 
children abandoned younger than one year, 


1516 died under the care of the Foundling 
Hospital. In fact, the mortality of Parisian 
children is excessive, since that city loses 
39 per cent. of all its children under one 
year of age annually. There is an immen- 


him to teach certain details of the medical 
education to mixed classes. Prof. Lister 
followed in an able speech, and announced 
his readiness to resign the office he so 
highly valued rather than bring himself to 
teach clinical surgery to a mixed class of 
male and female students. At the close of 
the debate Prof. Christison rose to refute 
the statement made by Prof. Masson at 
a previous meeting of the Council, that 
‘the highest lady in the land’’ sanctioned 
the medical women movement; imme- 
diately after that meeting he received a 
message from the Queen to the effect that 


sity of illegitimacy in Paris, which accounts {her Majesty concurred in the views then 
for this great mortality. Society, naturally, {expressed by Dr. Laycock and Dr. Chris- 
cannot expect the mother of an illegitimate } tison in opposition to the medical education 
child to take much care of it, since it makes | of women, and her Majesty desired that her 
it almost impossible for an unmarried wo- } sentiments should be made known. 
_ to a a var oe herself, if Sager ae hs ra ey rw — of 
y an infant. us, in a private letter; the University o} inburgh upon this vote 
to myself from Dr. Leon Lefort, in June? of the Council, and the Staff of the Royal 
last, he informs me that more than one in} Infirmary upon the resolution of their 
four of the births in Paris are illegitimate. | Managers. We cannot forbear expressing 
In some of the foundling hospitals in France ; our admiration of the noble and dignified 
as many as 90 per cent. of the infants con- stand taken by Prof. Lister in declaring his 
fided to their care have died in less than a ‘ readiness to sacrifice, if necessary, his pro- 
year. Our foundling hospital in Guilford ‘ féssorship with its accompanying honour and 
Street is, of course, like many other Lon- { emoluments, to the preservation of public 
don charities, a job; and even Mr. Acton} morals and the purity of his own con- 
was not able to find out whose children got } science. 
into that favoured spot. Although the women, for the last few 
—_ months, have had permission to study medi- 
Female Medical Students.—Our readers } cine in the University, they are not satisfied 
will, we are sure, be pleased to learn shes with the regulation which compels them to 
the Council of the University of Edinburgh, } seek instruction in classes apart from the 
at their meeting, held October 28th, voted } males, but continue their demand that the 
down a resolution for the instruction of} sexes shall be taught together in the eame 
male and female medical students in the;classes. A year’s trial of the practical 
same class, and also that the Managers of} working of the ‘‘ woman movement’’ has 
the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh have } failed to convince the University Council of 
unanimously determined not to admit} the propriety of granting this modest de- 


female medical students to the practice of 
the Hospital. 

At the meeting of the University Coun- 
cil, Prof. Turner opposed the motion which 
was intended to effect the instruction of 
males and females, in the same class. Be} 
stated that in Edinburgh the opinion of the 
intelligent public, of the profession and of 
the students, was so opposed to it that, if 


mand of the ‘“‘ women doctors’’ and their 
friends. 

If women are determined to study medi- 
cine despite all the obstacles which nature 
and society have interposed, let them seek 
their instruction from the teachers of their 
own sex, in their own schools and hospitals 
(all of which, in this country at least, exist), 
and not outrage common decency by intrud- 


forced upon the medical faculty, it would} ing themselves into the hospitals, schools, 
seriously affect the reputation and interests} and dissecting-rooms appropriated, by the 
of the University ; and he emphatically de-} sanction of prescription, to the use of the 
clared that it was altogether repulsive to’ male sex. 
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Snow, smallpox and vaccination, 118 
Sourdat, variations in maternal milk, 158 
South Carolina, medical college of, 73 
Splint blanket, 170 
Sprain, treatment of severe, 85 
Stomach, clinical remarks on diagnosis of 
diseases of, 100 
— pump, substitute for, 140 
Stricture, Holt’s operation for, 77 
—, treatment of, 84 ° 
Sugar, test for grape, 176 
Sulphites, Polli’s theory in regard to, 12 
Sutton, pleuritic effusion, 135 —- 
Syphilis, mercurial suppositories in consti- 
tutional, 107 


Teeth, improved method of plugging, 127 
, health restored by extraction of dis- 
eased, 151 
Tetany, intermittent, 101 
, traumatic, 122 
» treated by woorali, etc., 166 











Thigh, fracture of, caused by delivery, 105 





of, 106 
Thrombosis of middle cerebral artery, 72 
Thudichum, kryptophanic acid, 79 
Thymol, 92 
Tidy, urine in relapsing fever, 123 
Toothache, cure for, 140 
Tracheotomy, 21 
Transfusion, 24, 63 
Tuberculosis and cancer, 156 
Tympanitis, ice poultices in, 10 
—————, temporary, in operations on 
the mouth, 29 
Tyndall, dust and disease, 45 


Uleer of leg, 171 
Urea, liver, seat of formation of, 167 
Urethra, rapid dilatation of, in cases of stone, 


Urethral dilator, Corradi’s, 92 

Urine in relapsing fever, 123 

Umbilical cord, abnormal condition of, 105 
Uterine injections, danger of, 15 

catarrh, treatment of, 115 





bone, subcutaneous division of neck 
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Vaccination, heifer, 119, 166, 175 

—— and smallpox, 118, 141, 152 

‘ Veins, obliteration of varicose, 150 

Verneuil, operation for disarticulation of 
shoulder-joint, 75 

Viscera, abdominal, severed by a railway 
train, 157 





Walton, irrigation, 117 

-, obliteration of varicose veins, 150 

‘ Water dressing, 153 

Wells, atresia vaginal, 95 

Wheat flour, chemistry of entire, 111 

Wilks, clinical notes from practice of Dr., 
101 








, chorea, 132 

} Williams, abnormal condition of umbilical 

» cord, 105 

Wines, preservation of, 15 

Women medical students, 177 

Wood, extroversion of bladder, 41 

Wounds, disinfectant treatment of opera- 
tion, 117 
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